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will be derived from the company of damsels created for
the purpose out of pure musk., called (3j3>- (Houris), from
the brightness of their eyes (K. XLVII. LV.). Such will be the
perpetual sensual enjoyments of all who are admitted into
paradise ; but for those who have attained the highest degree of
excellence it is said, in language borrowed from the genuine
Scriptures, that for them are prepared, in addition, such joys as
eye has not seen nor ear heard, nor has entered into the heart of
man to conceive. This addition is said to be the beatific vision,
and many of the more respectable Moslems endeavour to explain
away and spiritualize the sensual delights, of their prophet's
paradise ; Algazali considers the attempt heretical, and Moham-
med himself seems to have intended his words to have been
taken literally. It is still the common faith of his people ; and
we read, in an early native history* of the conquest of Syria,
of a voluntary martyr, who, longing after these joys, charged
the Christian troops, and make havock till struck through
with a javelin, he exclaimed, " Methinks, I see looking upon me
the houris, the sight of one of whom, would cause all men to
die of love ; and one with an handkerchief of green silk and
a cup made of precious stones, beckons me, and calls me,
f Come hither quickly, for I love thee.' " Such was the spirit
that led the first Moslems to victory, and it is still the popular
belief.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

resolves  itself into four  duties :    1. Prayer ;    2. Alms ;   3.
Fasting ; and 4. Pilgrimage.

PRAYER.

Bodily cle'anliness, both for its own sake, and as symbolical
of inward purity, is strongly inculcated in all oriental reli-
gions ; and the Moslem Traditions specify the several causes of
ceremonial pollution, and contain minute directions respecting

* Ockley's " History of the Saracens," Vol. I. p. 170.